_ Before the Foreign Relations Committee of the U. 5. Senate 


Laura Berrien of Georgia, on May 7, presents the case for an Equality Reservation 
to United States entrance to the World Court. A full report of the hearing, with 
extracts from the minutes, will appear in next week's issue. Standing: Senator 


SATURDAY 


MAY 21,1932 


William E. Borah of Idaho, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee. Seated: — 


Miss Berrien, National Council Member of the National Woman's Party and Chair- 
man of the Committee on iniernational Relations of the National Woman's Party, and 


Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Chairman of the National Council of the Woman's Party. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to seeure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


[Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
{House Joint Resolution Number 55] 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by SmpnaTor GeRaLtp P, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by Louis LupLow, 


anything but bean soup for dinner today,’ she declared. 
‘more bean soup for supper. But the children and I will make believe that we 


/omen Have Reason to Hope’ 


. the Washington Herald of May 14, Arthur Brisbane says: 
“comes of the serious illness of Mrs. 0. H. P. Belmont, who 
has suffered an attack of paralysis. Many women, who don’t know 


i t At, have. reason to hope for Mrs. Relmont’s prompt recovery and long life. In 


ssing unlimited money and oppertunity for enjoying idleness, 
| Yan her fight, ‘Votes for women,’ and never ceased contributing 
energy, enthy"m and money until the fight was won.” 

The mer’ a of the National Woman’s Party, grief-stricken at the illness 


their Mr... Brisbane’s words. All women have reasoit to hope 


for our besoved president’s prompt recovery and long life. The fight is not 
yet finished, Equal Rights still remains to. be won, and Mrs. Belmont’s leader. 
ship is essential for the victory. . 


‘HE Annual Women’s Number of the Baltimore and Ohio Magazine 
appeared this vets usual on May 1, The leading editorial is entitled, 
“Mothers,” and ®éregeiat it, almost in full, as follows: 

“Mother’s Day will bhing forth its quota of tributes to those mothers of 
yesterday whose inspirations, whose beautiful lives, whose gentle manners 
have meant so much to their children and their grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren of today. They are being honored, and it is right that they 
should be. But here I want to pay a specia. pene. to today’s mother who is 
doing a real job. bat 

“When the family is ‘up dinainidt it,’ it is ‘the action who becomes the 
leaning post for the whole family. ee 

“In visiting the homes of many of our own ieeaiaphged, I have seen 
mothers of all ages battling against almost every kind ‘of problem imaginable. 
The problem of keeping a smile on her face that her husband might not see 
her own worry and grow discouraged; the pfoblem of what to say when her 


- children came in from school and asked for something to eat—and there was 
- - nothing in the house; ; the problem of how to stretch a food allotment over the 
full ten days when there were growing youngsters ; the problem of how to 
co take care of the little stranger when he arrived and there was no money for 
 doctor’s bills. Problems, problems. There wasn’t a mother among them who 


wasn’t fighting a real battle. And there isn’t a mother among ihem who is 


not managing, somehow, to find a way out. 


“They are wonderful, these womer. Take, for RE a one little woman 


who for many months lived with her husband and five children in a one-room 


garage. They had a stove and a table anda bed, That was about all. It was 


hard to make the food stretch. Sometimes she must have been nearly distracted. 
“Did she sit down and cry about it? She did not. She sat down and worked 


it out. She took the children into her confidence, They learned to under- 
stand that they were not to ask for food uriless ‘they really were hungry. They 
all needed clothing. We had none of the proper sizes to fit her boys. That 
did not matter. An old pair of men's pants she made inic two pairs for the 


youngsters. She sewed (all by hand, for there was. no sewing machine) azd 


washed and covuked. She kept a stiff upper 
“The there was the mother who taught her children a game. ‘We haven't 


are hay ‘¢ a banquet. I have told them about banquets, you see, and we even 
have dinner speeches. Yesterday little Frank said, “I’ll tell you, ladies 


- and itemen, bean soup is the most nourishing food that children can eat! 


They will get tired of it, but they’ll - used to it by and by. It makes hair 
grow on your chest.” ’” 


T THE head of the editorial caw there is a legend, signed, Daniel 
Willard, which reads: “Suggestions are always in order.” 

_ May we be permitted to suggest that in the present, precarious, economic 
order married women should not be discriminated against in gainful employ- 
ment? Since the mother is “the leaning post for the whole family” it is a bit 
rough to deny her the right to earn something better than bean soup for dinner, 


and bean soup for supper, and bean soup ad infinitum, for her dependent 


children. 


Perhaps Mr. Willard has never lived continuously on bean soup. We sug: 
gest that he himself try the diet. 


Righis 


‘And there will be 
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May 21, 1932 


your distinguished association on a 

subject which more than any other is 
of interest to my country and I wish to 
thank heartily the chairman of the Wom- 

an’s ' arty for the pleasure given me by 
ner kind invitation. 

It has often been said that the aie 
occupied by a nation in the civilized 
world could be measured by the position 
and opportunities ia: to women by that 
nation. 


| T is a. side privilege for me to address 


A country with the high ideals and cul- | 


ture of ancient Egypt could only be a 
country in which women had their share 
in social organization and in government. 
Students of the past and Egyptologists 
realize the part played by women in 
ancient. Egypt and names of our queens 


have often been taken as symbols of high 


leadership: and wisdom. 

It is not my intention to give you the 
names of remarkable women whose in- 
fluence or accomplishments presided over 


the destinies. of Egypt it would be more 
than five thousand years of Egyptian. his- 


tory { would have to review, I wish only 
to sketch rapidly the. status of women in 
the past to show how deep are the roots 
of feminism in our country. and to indi- 
cate the efforts made by our modern mon- 
archs and governments for the noble 
cause of improving the status os women 
in the East. 

Long before European netionn had 


known the bliss of civilization Egypt was 


a powerful and well organized country. 
Archeologists amaze us today when they 
describe the social systems and ideas pre- 
vailing at the time of the early Egyptian 
dynasties, It is difficult to conceive any 
modern idea which had not its origin in 
the mind of the anicent Egyptians and I 
may say that feminism and equality of 


chances given to men and women were 


Egyptian ideas. | 

One of your distinguished members, 
Miss Doris Stevens, probably astonished 
her audience when she mentioned Egypt 


as the first country to have given wome: 


the opportunity of reaching the highest 
positions in its social organization. 


I do not know if Miss Stevens was. 


thinking of that Amten who, 2000 years 


before Americans thought of having 


Women in Congress, ascended the grades 
of bureaucracy and was appointed Gov- 
ernor of Fayoum, but I am sure she 
realized a fact which has been indicated 
by archeologists, and I am happy an 
American pointed it out to you. 

So Egypt already unique by the deeds 
of its queens may glorify itself for being 
the first country to have treated equally 
men and women. . 

These facts, unique in the history of 
nankind were. a natural consequence of 


By Sidarcuad' 
Minister of Egjrt to the Un 


Address Deliveed at Alva Bel 
on Sunday Afernoon, April 24," ue 


the ideas accel “ by the popula- 


tion. If you thie names and the 
glorious exploithag} ‘leaders and queens 
of ancient you are less 


| "White the 
|. In the silence of the night 


oe _ As they share the equals gains. 
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RIGHTS 


By MARY MARTIN HARRISON 


Do you see the brilliant banner 
‘Like an ever-guiding star; 
Do you Lvar the watchword “Onward” 
Fro: the captains near and far, 
sentries watching, waiting 


For the wonder of the dawning, 
For the splendor of the light. — 


Do you see the home fires burning | 
With a constant, happy flame; 
Do you hear the deep thanksgiving 
For release from sin and shame; 
When base greed and want and failure 
Have been driven from the land, 
And all peoples meet as equals 
In the brotherhood of man. 


Do you see the workers gleaning 
In the vales, the hills, the plains, 
Sharing equally the burdens 


Do you hear the children laughing 
As they grow beneath the sun, 
Strong and happy in the knowledge 
Thai their martyrdom is done. 


_ De you hear the march of honor, 
And the songs of sweet refrain 
As they echo down the ages 
- And throughout the halls of fame; 
When the battle flags are folded 
. And the joys of peace are won, 
- When the reign of might is over 
And the reign of right begun; 
In the coming of the wOmen 
~ With the suffrage fiag unfurled, 
‘Bringing in the glory 


shipped by her children. 
hieroglyphic document is interesting to 


Of the nations of the world. | 


acquainted with the life of the woman 


of the people. 

The woman of the lower and middle 
class was more respected and more inde- 
pendent than any other woman in the 
ancient world. As a daughter she in- 


_herited from her parents an equal share 
with her brothers, as a wife she was the > 


real mistress of the house nibit pi. She 
went and came as she pleased, talked to 
whom she liked, without anyone being 


~ able to question her actions (doesn’t this 


seem quite American?) went amongst 


men, with an uncovered face, a rule quite . 


opposed to the habits of the Syrian 
women always more or less strictly veiled. 

In truth the woman was the main- 
spring that kept the whole household in 


movellidlt. Rising at break, she 


would light the fire, distribute the bread 


for the day, send the men to the workshop | 


and the cattle to pasture under the care 
of the younger boys and girls. 
_ Then, once rid of the family she would 
go out in her turn to the water supply. 
In spare moments the woman would 
cook, spin, weave or sew, cut out and 
mend clothes, go to market to sell her 
poultry, eggs, butter and the linen she had 
woven. 
Beloved by her husband she was wor- 
An ancient 


quote In this respect it shows how highly 
woman was considered by the men of the 
simplest classes of Egypt. And strange 


as it might seem the saying of this docu- 


ment could have easily been repeated 


today by the same class. A father en- 


courages and reanimates his children’s 


affection for their mother by these amaz- 


ing words: 

It is God Himself x who gave her to thee. 
From the beginning she has borne a heavy 
burden with thee in which I have been 
unable to help her. When thou wast 
born she really made herself thy slave. 
During three years she nursed thee at 


her breast, and as thy size increased her 
heart never once allowed her to say “Why. 
should I do this?” She went with thee to 


school and whilst thow were learning thy 
letters she placed herself near thy master 


every day with bread and beer ree asl 


house. 


now that thou ort grown up and 1 
has a wife and a house in thy turn, re- 


member always thine helpless infancy and 


the care mhich thy mother lavished upon 


thee so that she may never have occasion 


to reproach thee nor to raise her hands 


to heaven against thee, for God ware 
fulfil her curse. 
This tradition of our forefathers was 


never abandoned by our people and even. 


under the Ayyoubite Khalifate, after the 
Moslem Conquest of Egypt. women were 


highly considered, and oceupied promi- 


nent positions. Chagaret El] Dour (Pearl 


Tree) reigned with her husband, Malek 


Saleh. who foughi St. Louis of France 
during the Seventh Crusade. When her 
husband died at the Siege of Damiette, 


she proved to be such a gifted statesmen 


that she was prociaimed Queen of Egypt 
by the population. 
The Chronicles say that she lived in a 


palace in the Island of Rhodah near Cairo, - 


surrounded by a court of artists, musi- 
cians and poets exactly as great mon- 
archs of Europe did. She presided over 
her council of ministers behind a thin veil 
and imposed her will with the energy of 
a man. 

Under her reign the country was pros- 
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perous and the pédple lived happily, 


fortunately her political enemies 


ized a plot and she was killed. the ths, 
queen left a deep imprint on the niiads— 


of the people, and her reign is still con- 
sidered as a period of bliss. — Ae 


As I hope to have made clear in ancient s 
Egypt as well as under the Moslem mon-- — 
archs of Egypt woman played an im- | 


portant part, With this background of 
traditions it is easy to conceive that 
Egypt was to be quickly convinced of 
adopting modern dons for the status of 
women, 


After centuries of political difficulties, . 
which as an Egyptian writer remarks, in- 
fluenced deeply the position of women In 


the social organization of the country, 
under the enlightened leadership of The 
Great Mohamed Ali, founder of our 
Egyptian dynasty of today, new views 


found their way amongst our people and 


the need of reforms was felt. 


_ As you probably know the problems are 


very complicated and cannot be solved by 


sudden changes, the evolution of ideas _ 


_ and customs proceed by slow moves, yet 
an important fact is to be observed. 

Egypt has a strong Women’s Party and 
. is taking serious steps towards the de- 
velopment of Education. Many women 
have already gained their independence 
by taking up liberal professions and ihe 
number of women doctors, lawyers, writ- 


ers, newspaper writers and teachers is. 


increasing rapidly. 

The organized Women’s Party is a rela- 
tively recent creation but a tendency to- 
- wards emancipation of women can al- 
ready be detected as early as 1811. When 
Mohamed accomplished the reorgani- 


zation of the country his first care was to. 


open schools for the people. The current 


of culture soon had its effect on the minds 


of the leaders of the nation and reforms 
in the status of women were advocated 
by writers and politicians. Egyptian 
ladies realizing the necessity of intellec- 
tual development entered government and 


private schools, missions were sent to the | 


great Européan country and a new spirit 
was infused in the nation. 

This progress would have spread rap- 
idly if political events had not stopped 
the movement at its root. 

But liberal ideas once expressed spread 
with rapidity, the principle of equality of 
rights had triumphed and only needed a 
favorable opportunity to become a fact. 

In 1924 the Women’s Party, under 


the clever leadership of Madame Hoda 


Charaoui, presented to the Egyptian 
Parliament a program of reforms con- 
_ sidered as essential for the improvement 
_ Of the status of women in Egypt. Among 


the reforms proposed the principal items 
are; 
1, Equality for the two sexes in edu- 
cation and free entry of all colleges to 
girls eager of getting a higher education. 


and societies. 


increased considerably 


in the secondary 


schools for girls (high schOp}s). 
vation of the ditéction in the 
education of the schools for 
‘ate direction of @fools for boys. 


ge teachers in girls schools to be 


later being to under- 
* 


sly th 
government under the high leadership 
of His Majesty King Fuad ‘I-set to work. 


The principle problem to be solved was | 
education. In order to give you an idea. 


of the work that has been done I _— to 
give you some figures. . 

In 1917 the number of 
schools directly maintained “Wythe Min- 
istry of Education was 121 a\ehded by 


7,390 boys and 6,981 girls. These had in- 


creased in 1922 to 145 schools attended 
by 12,067 boys and 11,178 girls. In 19380 


the ministry maintained 270 schools with — 
24,481 boys and 18,534 girls. 


In addition to the schools maintained 


by the Ministry of Education there is a 


large number cf schools under its inspec- 


tion which are either administered by the 


Provincial Councils or other departments 
‘In 1930 the total number 
of girls attending elementary schools had 


A system of compulsory elementary 
education has been a long-felt want in 
Egypt and in 1917 a commission was ap- 
pointed to examine the question with 
great thoroughness. Phis commission 


presented its report in November, 1918. 
The Egyptian Constitution in 1923 pro- 


vided for compulsory elementary educa- 
tion throughout the country and this was 
given effect in 1925. The scheme will 
reach its full development in 1947-1948. 
Starting in 1925,with 776 schools at- 
tended by 71,000 children the scheme has 
developed according ta the program. In 
1930 there were 1,735 compulsory elemen- 
tary schools attended by 213,782 children, 

The main difference between these 


schools and the voluntary elementary 


schools is that the children in the com- 
pulsery schools attend only half the day 
and during the other half are empioyed 
in agricultural or industriai work. This 


is with a view to keeping the children in — 


their environment and thus preventing an 
undue emigration to the towns. ; 


The total attendance to elementary edu- 


cation in Egypt has necessitated a large 
increase in the number of elementary 
training colleges for men and women 
which provide the teaching staff of the 
elementary schools. The gap between the 
elementary school and the training coi- 
leges is bridged by a period of training 
in higher elementary schools or in pre- 
paratory classes in the training colleges. 


by women teatiers of equal 


take care of children. 


and numbered 


. In 1917, the Ministry of Education only 
‘Maintained a small number of secondary 


schools for boys, By 1922 the number of 
schools had increased considerably, Since 
then the desire of the population te give 


_ their sons and danghtere a secondary 


education led the miniatry to increase the 


- number of such schools. New schools for 


girls were opened and their number hag 


“been increasing ever since. —— 


Beside secondary schools and colleges, 
finishing schoole for young girls have 
been opened. The young girls receive 
there a highly classical education and 
learn how to organize their homes and 
Music and arts are 
also an essential part in their education, 

A modern Egyptian girl of the richer 
classes is a highly cultured person, she 
can speak fluently French, English or 


Italian, besides her own language, discuss — 


the last book published in Paris cr Lon- 
don and appreciate an opera or a sympho- 


nie concert. Her knowledge of art and 


poetry is often amazing. 

Women. 2s I told you, have entered 
liboral professions and an interesting fact 
to observe is the existence of women en- 
gaged in industrial and commercial busi- 


ness. One of these women, Miss Abdel 


Malek, has organized and conducted for 
years an important cotton industry. 

You may be astonished to hear of this 
emancipation when you have been told so 


often that Oriental women were veiled. 
and never got in contact with men. Yet 


those of you who have visited our eountry 
lately know that the younger generation 
has abandoned the use of the veil and if 


they still wear a turban of light g2uze, 
‘it is because they consider it as a very 


becoming headwear. 


Many of the incapacities existing in 


other lands do not exist in our country. 
A woman can freely administer her per- 
sonal fortune, dispose or sell her prop- 
erty: and when doing this she is not 
obliged to consult her husband. The 
civil law does not prevent a woman from 
having a profession or a trade, The sala- 
ries given to women are equal to the 
salaries given to men for the same work. 

Women officials employed in’ our gov- 
ernment as teacher or inspectors, doctors 
or lawyers receive the same salary as men 
oceupying similar positions. 

Women have been appointed to high 
Official positions, The director-general 
of girls’ schools is a woman. 

Pursuing its reform our government 
sends to England, France, Italy, Ger- 
many, young girls to specialize in certaiv 
branches of knowledge, and if you except 
the right to vote, which has not yet been 
granted to women, a modern Egyptian 
girl has as many opportunities to make 
her way in life as the most modern of 
your American girls. 

Following as you see the great examples 
of their distant ancestors the women of 
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esi have accomplished &@ great step 
the idesis of feminism. 


has abw rays recognized 


The L. 


HAT British women agree with 
American women as to the anti- 
feminist proclivities of the I. L. QO. 
is well indicated by the following articie 
which appeared in The Vote, London, 
England, of April 29: | 
The women of the world (especially 
the working women ) have little cause 


for interest or satisfaction in the 
work of the International Labour Office; ~ 


indeed, they have far more cause for 
antagonism, Agreements are arrived at 
by conferences of this organization, com- 
posed exclusively of men wengetee, which 
affect adversely the interesis of women 


workers throughout the world, and the - 


organization seeks to get these agree- 
ments or conventions *pprcvea vy the 
various governments and imposed on the 


- women workers, without even consulting | 


them. It is true that the director him- 


self, when advising the governments of | 


the agenda of a forthcoming conference, 
| informs those governments of a rule 
which states that when any item on 
- this agenda directly concerns the interests 


of women, a woman technical adviser 


should be included in their delegation. 


But can one or even two technical ad-— 


| visers in any delegation safeguard the 
interests of the women workers in the 
country which sends them? Are they 
even supposed to do so? The speaking 
and the voting on the subjects at issue 
are reserved to men delegates. , 
At the General Conference 


as the clyill ized country, it is ‘Yair 
to re cog it as the country that never 
admitd » supposed tu: in.” 


O. Cok 


of the Tuterng 


Labour 

‘which met at oti early this “month, 
the following “ects webre with; 
The abolk 

ployment agengies ; 
2. Invalidity, old, yee, and widows’ 

and orphans’ | nsurance ; 

8. The age of admission of children to 


employment in, non-industrial oecupa- 
tions; 


4. Partial revision of the convention : 
concerning the protection against acci- 


dents to we in and 

"No one can lin that the first three 
items are of 4ircci. concern to women, 
yet no woman was sent as a delegate 
from any country, either by its govern- 
Ment, its employers, or its workpeople, 
to that conference. Can women be ex- 
pected to view its decisions with interest 
or favor? The countries which included 


women as technical advisers in their ined 7 


gations are as follows: 


France—Mme, Letellier, District Fac- 
tory Inspector (adviser to government 
delegates). 


QO. B. E., Deputy Chief Inspector of Fac- 
tories, Home Office (adviser to govern- 
ment delegates); Miss 
trade union organizer (adviser to work- 
ers’ delegate). 

Irish Free State—Miss E. M. Somers, 
Irish National Industrial and Agricul- 


Great Britain—-Miss Hilda Martindale, 


Julia Varley, 


125 


| /of. woman, ,.And we realize once 
sat through Egypt eternel truth 
io us from the depth of ages. 


Women 


Organization (adviser to govern- 
Iaent delegates). 

Netherlands — Miss G, J. Stemberg, 
Doctor of Law, Ministry of Labour, Com- 
merce and ondeat (adviser to govern- 
ment. delegates). 

Norway—Mrs. Betzy Kjelsberg, Inspec- 
tor of Factories ne to govenment 
delegates). 

Poland — Mrs. Weanloweka, 
Deputy, representative of the Central 
Organization of Professional Workers 
(adviser to government delegates). 

Spain—Mrs. Isabel Palencia, Author 


{adviser to government delegates). 
Sweden — Miss Kerstin MHesselgren, 


‘Chief Woman Factory Inspector, member 
of the Senate enna to government 
delegates). 

Switzerland—Miss D. Schmidt, Federal 
Office of Industry, Arts and Crafts, and 
Labour to dele- 
gates), 

Yugoslavia — Miss Milena Atanatzko- 
vitch, Chief of Section, Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Public Health (adviser to 
government delegate). 

_ It will be noted that only one woman 


was sent to this conference as’an adviser’ 


to the workers’ delegate, and she (Miss 
Julia Varley) was included in Great Bri- 
tain’s delegation. Miss Varley is a trade 
“union organizer. To suggest that women 
workers’ interests were intended to be 
safeguarded by the members of these dele- 
gations is simply farcial. 


. Mr. Yen in Washington. 


WASHINGTON January, still 
and sunny. Two. children were 


in the car as we drove to the 


Chinese Legation, Munita, aged eleven, 
- and Elsie, seven. They wanted to know 
whom we wished to see, and why. We 


explained briefly. The League of Nations 
Consultative 


had created. a Woman’s 
Committee on Nationality. Women all 


over the world believed it should be con- . 


tinued, on the same plane as other League 
committees, and that it should present 


the views of women not merely on nation- 


ality but on all other questions relating 
primarily to women which might come 
up in the progressive codification of inter- 
national law. The children may not have 
understood it all, but they grasped the 
main idea, 

“But why are you going to the Chinese 
Legation here in Washington?” they 
asked. 


Again we explained. The Chinese Min-— 


ister to Washington, Mr. W. W. Yen, had 


By Muna Lee 
just been named China’s represenative on 
the Council of the League of Nations. 
There were fourteen Council members. 
They could, if they wished, take the steps 
necessary to give the Women’s Consulta- 
tive Committee a better status and op- 
portunity for increased usefulness. We 
were going to ask Mr. Yen, as one of the 
fourteen Council members, to do what he 
eould on behalf of our resolution about 
the Woman’s Committee, when he should 
reach Geneva. | 
We had reached the Legation by this 
time. The children curled up comfortably 
en the back seat. ‘The three adults 


alighted. Another car drew up with our 


national chairman at the wheel. We four 
Woman’s Party members went in together 
to see Mr. Yen. 
He received us with courteous atten- 
tion, and read our proposed resolution 
carefully. He asked a few questions, and 
requested that we send him further in- 


- 


might count upon his vote. 


formation, We promised to do 80, and | 


rose to go. He detained us a moment. 
“As yet I know of the work of the Con- 
sultative Committee only in a general 
way,” he said, “but I may tell you this: 
if what you propose is something to bring 
about equality between men and women, 
I shall do all I can to help you.” 

We went out. The children sat up, 
interestedly. 

“What did he say?” had demanded. 

“Te said that probably he would.” 

They reflected on this for a moment. 
Then Munita, out of eleven years experi- 
ence of life, asked meditatively, “Yes, 
but will he stick?” 

2. Mr. Yen on the High Seas. 

“W, W. Yen,” said the passenger list 
of theaBremen. Grace Hoffman White 
and I looked at each other. 

“We must ask him to tea,” she said. 

He had received the material we sent, 
and had read it. He,told us that we 
“But I can- 
not take the initiative,” he added. “You 
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will understand that. Circumst. 
ing what they are, I can bring up* 
at the League of Nations except |” 
fairs of China. But when your esc ution 
is introduced, I shall do what I can for 
its passage. It has my complete sym- 
pathy.” 

He paused 2 moment. Nothing could 
seem further from the gay modernity of 
teatime on the Bremen than war and 
famine out in Asia: every luxurious de- 
tail of the beautifully appointed lounge 
was a denial of such hideous irrelev- 
ancies. Yet the shadow across Mr, Yen’s 
face brought those irrelevancies incredi- 
bly close. He added after a moment, m 
calm understatement: 

“These are trying times, in China.” 


3. Mr. Yen in Geneva. 

The League of Nations Building in 
Geneva, the crossroads of the world. The 
Council of the League in session. Solemn- 
ity and tension. Excitement, subdued 
but evident, through the diplomatic sec- 


tion, the public section, the crowded sec- 


tion of the press. Panl Boncour of France 
presiding at the Council table. Facing 
each other in that sophisticated arena, 
‘the representative of China, the repre- 

sentative of Japan, ready to present the 


Women Urge R EPRESENTATIVES 


World Court of the National 
Sex Equality Woman’s Party ap- 
peared today before 
ver the Senate Foreign 
Relations Commit- 
May 8, 1932. 


tee to urge the 


sex equality reser- — 


vation to the world court resolution, now 
pending before the committee. 
‘They contended the United States 
should not enter the World Court until 
assured that Equal Rights for women 
were recognized in the world code of 
law to be administered by the Court. It 
is the same reservation ag that advanced 
yesterday before the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee to provide that the code 
of law to be administered by the World 
Court “shall not contain inequalities 
based on sex.” 

Thus far, in the efforts to bring about 
the codification of international law, the 
United States, it was brought out at the 
hearing, stands almost alone among the 
nations in supporting the principle of 
equality for women. 

The Foreign Relations Committee is 
expected to meet next Wednesday to 
resume consideration of the question of 
adherence to the World Court. The Equal 


' Rights reservation probably will come 


up but it is considered probable a ma- 
jority of the committee will oppose it. 
At the close of the hearing today Senator 
William E.! Borah, chairman of the com- 


amasg Saying suddenly 


be-. claims of their ir peoples to the judgment 


of mankind,.. ~ 

. Yen, in English, telling with ter- 
con passion the story of 
Yen jummarizing, 
need no 
others amence than justi¥,.” Mr. Sato 


rible 
Maine orig, Mr. 


in French, in staccato, 
interrupting himself wif ‘tense pauses 
during which 


Skened in the 
fing here in the 
persons of these two ‘men ; ; the world’s 
history being decided.in our hearing, be- 
fore our eyes. Mr. Sato on the defensive. 
Mr. Sato making counter assertions. Mr. 
Sato resting the case of Japan. ~~ 

Mr. Yen speaking again, in rebuttal, 
quietly and scathingly, his sentences like 
daggers wrought of bronze. Mr. Yen re- 
counting how China kept. the covenant. 
“What is the League going todo?” _ 

Through the packed audience, breath- 
less and stricken, an almost visible im- 


pulse toward Mr. Yen as he’ speaks; that | 
instinctive fervent response which surges 


silently to meet a great plea greatly 
spoken. 

A hush; then the disorder of people 
rising, of chairs pushed aside; of the 
inconsequent bustle that marks the ses- 
sion’s close. 


Press Comment 


mittee, put into the record a communica- 
tion to the committee from the National 
League of Women Voters opposing the 
reservation sponsored by the N ational 
Woman’s Party. 

At today’s hearing tlie chief speaker 
was Miss Laura Berrien of Georgia, chair- 
man of the Committee on International 
Relations of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers and treasurer of the 
National Woman’s Party. She was re- 
enforced by Mrs. Burnita Shelton Mat- 


_thews, of Mississippi. 


Senator Borah, after the hearing, 
agreed with the representatives of the 
National Woman’s Party that the code 
governing the World Court ought not 
discriminate against the women of the 
world. 


Members of €66JOBS are more 
National Woman s than 
Party Discuss Drive husbands,” seemed 
on Married to be the conclusion 
Women Workers of at least some of 
New York Sun, the women gath- 


ered at a meeting 
at the headquarters 
of the National 
Woman’s Party for the discussion of pro- 
posed legislation to drop married women 
from government service. The meeting 
was practically a clinic on the married 
woman’s job. | 

A number of those who would be af- 
fected by the change stated that they 


May 6, 1932. 


~ 


Equal Rights 
. We pass outside, still under the spell 


of the occasion. Mr. Yen appears at the 
end of the corridor. Singly, in groups, in 


a crowd, men and women press about him. 


- J stand aside, feeling that in this moment 


so vital to himself and his country one 
should not interrupt even with a felicita. 
tion. But Mr. Yen has that greatness 


which is almost unconscious of self. He 
- gees me standing there, and recalls how 


deeply women are concerned to have their 
own cause placed before the Council of 


_ the League; how twice already he has 


discussed that with us and promised his 
aid. 


He bay from a circle of almost idola- 
stand the door. 

“Have you found someone to introduce 
your resolution?” he asks. 

“No, Mr. Yen,” I answer. 

“Today, before I spoke, I talked with 


my colleagues about your resolution,” he 
said, “I urged them to help all that they 


can. I believe that the Women’s Con- 


sultative Committee should be continued 


and extended. I hope your resolution 
succeeds.” Then a courteous lenvetening, 
and he was gone. 

A message to Munita formulated itself 
in my mind: Mr. Yen had stuck. : 


would obtain “egal separations” from 
their spouses in order to hold their posi- 


tions. The couples concerned say that 


they could not afford the reduction in 
income which the dismissal of either hus- 
band or wife would make necessary. An 


open forum discussion was a feature of 


the afternoon. | 
Reports were made on the “indetermi- 
nate furloughs” forced on a group of 


women employees by the Baltimore and > 


Ohio Railroad, and similar cases in which 
the salaried woman suddenly found ssa 


_ self deprived of work. 
The meeting sent an appeal to Presi- | 
dent Hoover to protect the status of mar- 


ried women and directed a similar plea 
to President Daniel Willard of the Balti- 
more and Ohio road. The resolution to 
President Hoover was presented by Mrs. 
Iris Calderhead Walker of New York and 
asked for) passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

Miss Elsie Hill of Connecticut presided, 
and reviewed the statements that have 
come from women in government service. 


In addition to those married women who 


considered separation from their hus- 


bands rather than lose their jobs, she said | 


there were others who declared that con- 
templated marriages either could not take 
place or if they did would have to be 
kept secret. 

In connection with the protest of mar- 
ried women against loss of their jobs, it 


is interesting to review the statement of 


+” 


“Not yet.” 
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May 21, -1932 


she Census Bureau that nearly one-third 
of the homemakers of Washington — 
women responsible for the care of a home 


and family—are also workers in a gainful r Representative Fish of 


occupation, 

There are 38,102 homemakers, or 32 per 
cent. of the whole, who report that they 
-are gainfully employed in office work; 
with 3,678 professional workers second, 
then saleswomen, waitresses and servants. 


Urge Sex Equality PPROPRIATIONS Of 
in the World Court - money by Con- 
| ress as a contribu- 
New York Times, e he W 
rid 
May 14, 1982. tion to the Wo 


| conditions that will 
prevent its use to enforce a code of law 
containing inequalities based on sex, was 
opposed today by members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

The hearing was on the joint resolution 
introduced by Linthicum 


Court, except on. 


of Maryland providing for an appropria- 


tion of $50,000 for the World Court, and 
on an “equality amendment fg 


sponsored bye, the Woman’s Par 
provides that, wit shall first be 


the satisfactioniof the President’ ¢ hat the 


code of law géiministered by the, World 
Court does nd} inequalities based 
on sex.” A si amGidment has been 
introduced by esentative Crail of 
California. 

It was argued ifbehalf of the Fish- 
Crail provision that. the only section of 
the proposed world code of law thus far 


_ agreed upon is the nationality convention, 
which was oppoSed as discriminatory by 


eight international “organizations of 
women. 

Efforts of women to obtain resubmis- 
sion of @’new natfonality convention, it 


was stated, were being. opposed by the 


League of Nations. 
Miss Elsie Hill of Connecticut declared 


thay 
to { 


- funds for the administration 


of 
Of law in which they were or 


migh she placed.cn a lower oy than in 
their national code. 


Miss Ruth Hale of New York said: 


“Let us not pin a rose on the World Uvert 
onniess we can be assured that we shall 


‘hot thereby be losing ground already 
gained.” 

Exception was taken by Representative 
Crail to a statement by Manley 0. Hud- 
son, international lawyer of New York, 
read into the record, that the proposed 
amendment would place the United States 
in the position of dictating to all the 


other nations the terms of the proposed | 


world code. 

The Linthicum resolution was endorsed 
and the Fish-Crail amendment disap- 
of Women Voters, the Women’s Trade 
proved by representatives of the League 


Union League, and the Jewish Council of 
Women. 


News from the Field 


Report of Maryland Convention 

COMPLETE revision of the consti- 

tution and by-laws, designed to 
strengthen and expand the organization, 
both in Baltimore city and the State at 
large, was the major result of the two 
days’ annual convention of the Maryland 
Braneh of the National Woman’s Party, 
held on May 10 and 11 in Baltimore, 
Maryland, at the Womian’s City Club and 
the Baltimore Country Club. | 

The new coastitution places the county 
and Baltimore city branches and the State 
counciis in the same mutual relation to 
ihe State organization, giving the geo- 
graphical and occupational units repre- 
sentation at State meetings on a basis of 
one delegate for every ten members, with 
the president an ex-officio delegate. 

The constitution also provides for the 
affiliation of endorsing organizations with 
representation in the State organization 
of one delegate for every 25 members. 

Membership in the State organization 
must henceforth be through the various 
county or occupational units, except in 
localities where no Woman’s Party or- 
ganization exists. It is hoped by thus 
directing the strength of the organization 
}nto the branches to develop the work: of 
the local and occupational groups. 

A new set-up for the government of the 
rganization was also embodied in the re- 
‘ised constitution. Five officers, namely, 
4 president, a vice-president, a recording 
Secretary, a corresponding secretary and 
4 treasurer, are elected at the annual 
meeting and constitute the executive com- 
hittee, 

At the head of the organization is the 
Council of Officers and Presidents, which 
‘onsists of the officers elected at the an- 


nual meeting, the chairmen of standing 
committees, appointed by the executive 
committee, and the presidents of the Bal- 
timore City Branch, the county branches 
and the State councils. The Council of 
Officers and Presidents has supreme con- 
trol of the organization, but may delegate 
its powers to the executive committee in 
the interim between, council meetings. 
The officers elected at the annual meet- 
ing were: President, Edith Houghton 
Hooker ; vice-president, Marie Presstman ; 
corresponding secretary, Florence Eliza- 
beth Kennard; recording secretary, Emilie 
A. Doetsch, and treasurer, Helen Sherry. 
The program of the convention has al- 
ready appeared in Equa Rieuts. All of 
the two days’ sessions were interesting 
and well attended. The high spot of the 
convention was the dinner at the Balti- 


-more Country Club, when the honor guests 


were United States Senator and Mrs. 
William Bulow of South Dakota, M. and 
Mme. Emanuel H. Dimitriu of Roumania, 
Ruth Allison Huduut, Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley and Muna Lee. 

Among those who addressed the conyen- 
tion were Dr. Mary W. Williams, pro- 
fessor of history at Goucher College; Mrs. 
Robert H. Walker, Mildred Kahler Geare, 


Dora G. Ogle, Florence Elizabeth Ken- ‘ 


nard, Louise Natali Graham, Mrs, J. 
William Funek, Helen Elizabeth Brown, 
Mrs. G. Rudolph Vincenti, Louis Azrael, 
editor of the Baltimore Post; M. Louise 
Maloy, Lillian Cutlip, Katherine H. Ma- 
hool, Ida I. Kloze, Emilie”A. Doetsch, 


Rose DeWald, Evelyn Byrd Howell, Eliz- 


abeth MeGing, Helen Sherry and Lulu E. 
Powell. 


At the close of the Tuesday eve- 
ning’ session Ellen Alpigini of Goucher 


College sang siideal charming songs. 

Resolutions adopted by the convention 
endorsed the Equality Reservation to 
United States entrance to the World 
Court; the Federal Equal Rights Amend- 
ment and the Jury Service Bill in Mary- 
land. A resolution was also adopted con- 
demning the present policy of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad in dismissing 
married women, and urging that no Fed- 
eral aid be given the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad as long as this policy is pursued. 

Following the convention, on Friday, 
May 13, the Goucher College Students’ 
Council held a dance at the residence of 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, which 
was attended by about one hundred stu- 
dents from Goucher College and the Johns 
Hiopkins University. 


New York Endorses Reservation 
MEETING to enlighten members of 
the National Woman’s Party and 

their friends on the Equal Rights Reser- 


vation to United States entrance to the 
World Court, was held May 12 at the 


home of Mrs. Joseph W. Dixon, 154 East 
65th Street, New. York City. 

Jane Norman Smith, member of the 
National Council, gave a graphic descrip- 
tion of events leading up to the presenta- 


tion to the Foreign Relations Committee . 


of the Senate of the Equal Rights Reserva- 
tion to the World Court. She stressed 


the great need for co-operation of all 
women in a movement designed to pre- 


vent the United States from accepting— 
should it become a member of the Worid 
Court—a code of law which establishes 
one set of principles for men and another 
for women. “If the code cf law to be 
administered by the World Court con- 


were opposed to being taxed 
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inequalities Bate OP sex. 
surance have American women 
measures of equality in our own 


for which we have struggled so ha”. and” 


long, will not be jeopardized?” sa id Mrs. 
Smith. “Equality is an established prin- 


ciple of our nationality laws,’ she con- 
tinued. “Our government has refused to — 
become a party to the nationality conven- — 
tion adopted by the First Codification — 


Conference of International Law heid 


under the auspices of the League of Na-— 


tions at The Hague in 1930—-one of its 


grounds for refusal being that this con- 
vention was not based on equality be- 
tween men .and women in nationality 


rights. Since this is an established prin- 
ciple of our government, let all women 
stand together and.demand of our United 


States Senate that it abide by this prin-— 


ciple in joining the World Court.” 


Nina Brodrick Price, chairman of the 


Tnternational Relations Cominittee of 
Zonta International—who had been one of 
the members, representing Zonta Inter- 


national on the deputation which waited 


upon President Hoover, seeking his co- 
operation for the Equality Reservation, 
told a vivid story of this deputation of 


- 300 women. She urged all those present 


to do everything within their power to 
support “those valiant women of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, who are giving 
unstintingly of themselves, of their time, 


their energy, and their money, that equal. _ 
ity shall be a major part of our. inter-_ 
national law, just as they also strive to 


make it a part of national law.” Mrs. 
Price stated: “Any request made of us 
as individuals, whether it be to:send teie- 
grams to congressmen, to bring friends to 
meetings, or to spredd the principle of 


equality in any field, we should rush to 


accomplish, as evidence of our apprecia- 
tion and support of those who are play- 
ing such a large and unselfish ae in 
this work.” 

At the conclusion of these talks, the 
meeting was thrown open for discussion. 

Marion May offered a resolution in 
support of the Equality Reservation to 
United States entrance to the World 
Court which was unanimously adopted 


_ by the large and enthusiastic audience. 


Federated Clubs Elect Mrs. Wiley 
N Wednesday, May 11, at the annual 
meeting of the District of Columbia 
Federation of Women Clubs, held at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, Mra\ Harvey W. Wiley 
was elected to be the president, following 
Mrs. Edgar B. Merritt, presi- 
dent. 
Other officers peer are Mrs. Lloyd 
Biddle, first vice-president; Mrs. Henry 
Fenno Sawtelle, second vice-president ; 
Mrs. Charles H. Bair, treasurer; Mrs. 
William Boss, recording secretary; Mrs. 
A. B. McManus, corresponding secretary ; 
Mrs. Stanley Beasley, auditor; Mrs. Kd- 


Colonist Daily tor Wire 


gar B. Meritt, director to the gen eral 
federation. 


her Ore federated clabs in the Dis- 


Vote 2 th 


MEN Sollragettay Still Bat- 


ting” heads. fré- t-page column 
of the How. Gozctte und 
Kor two days 
iMiat.e Council had 


previously the J cgixi 
to refer both the 


discussed a moti¢n’ 


. Woman Suffrage Petition, and the Anti- 
Woman Suffrage Petition te the consid- 


eration of-a Select Committee. This.mo- 


tion, however, was at length defeated by” 


19 votes to 10. The Hon. 8, 8. Spurling 
made out an excellent ease for extend- 
ing the franchise to women. Contrasting 
the position of women, iif” 1, Sy “when the 
franchise question was last: Mealt 


today. “Thank God for that!” cried Mr. 
Watlington fervently, ‘Tt interesting 


_ to record that this particular opponent is — 


chairman of the Board of Education in 


Bermuda, and it is not surprising to note 


that. the Royal Gazette: is asking what 


exactly it was he meant it by this ejacula- 


tion. 


Woman Suffrage Society are not at all 
discouraged. 


continue with unabated vigor, | 
ENATE history was made on May 9, 
when for the first time a woman pre- 
sided over the United States Senate. Mrs. 
Hattie Caraway, Democratic Senator 
from Arkansas came to the presiding 
officer’s desk at the invitation of Vice- 
President Curtis. It was the first time a 


woman had ever held the gavel in the 
Senate Chamber. 


‘Women in Government Service 


UTH HUDNUT, Feminist and author, 


of Maryland, presided at the tea at 
Alva Belmont House on Sunday, April 8. 
The two topics of the afternoon, seem- 
ingly far apart, the married woman’s job 


and the equality reservation to United 


States entrance to’ the World Court. 
were shown'to be correlated aspects of 
the Equal Rights movement. 

Iris Calderhead Walker reported on 
progress of the equality reservation cam- 
paign full information about which is 
given elsewhere in this issue. Energetic 
support of the married woman’s right to 
work (and eat) came largely from the 
floor. The discussion of that section of 
the omnibus bill which seeks to provide 
for the dismissal from government ser- 


he stated that in 1834 women. were not 
educated in the sense in which they are 


Despite this set-hagk in the Legislative | 
Council, ‘the members of the Bermuda 


They. immediately~held a... 
meeting and made it clear that the move- — 
ment to secure woman suffrage would > 


‘Recall Rights 


vice of either husband or wife when both 
are employed was carefully analyzed by 
several speakers. The concenstis of Opin. 
ion was thet this section is not, though 


» it appears to be, equal. 


“There is already proof,” declared one 
speaker, to appiause, “that different de. 
partmeuts are compiling lists of ‘married 
women’ in the different ‘classes,’ or 


‘grades.’ No such lists of ‘married men’ 
have been compiled.” 3 


“This section,” stated another penkie 
“as worded, appears to provide for equal- 
ity between the sexes; but is capable of 


being administered as those in power may 


choose. It is, in fact, being interpreted, 


‘without exception, by the press, the pub. 


lic, and government. departments, as a dis- 
crimination against married women!” 

A woman rose at this point to suggest 
that the ambiguous wording was inten. 
tional provision of an easy loophole for 


evasion. “Beware the joker!” she warned. 
_ Elsie Hill pointed out the necessity of 
having all literature on the subject ex. 


plain clearly that women must not be 
placed, by law, in a position where they 
may be discriminated against. | 

The meeting culminated in thirty new 


< members for the Woman’s Party; in for- 
¢ mation of a committee to combat discrimi- 


nations-against women in the governmeii 
service; and in a dcimand for the passage 
of the isqual Rights Amendment. 


~ Swedish Women Phrase Demands 

evidence Of» international 
Feminist solidarity is the resolution 

adopted by the Frederika Bremer For- 


_ bundet, of Sweden, at their April meet- 
ing. The resolution, unequivocally de- 
-manding equality in nationality, reads 
as follows: | 


“The Frederika Bremer 
asks the Swedish Government and also 


the League of Nations Assembly in Sep. 


tember, to earry out the wishes of women 
with regard to the following principles: 
“1. That marriage should not affect 
a woman’s nationality excepting as it 
affects a man’s nationality ; 
“2. That a woman’s right to keep or 
to alter her nationality should not be in- 
fluenced in any way on account of her 
marriage; 
‘3. That a woman’s nationality, 
whethef she be married or unmarried, 


should not be altered or lost except as it 


is altered or lost ih the case of men; 

“4. That when the natiognality is 
derived from parentage, no preference 
should be given to the nationality of one 
parent over that of the other,” 
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